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ORDINANCE NO. 7832
3

4
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6

AN ORO INANCE rel ati ng to the 1 i censi ng and
regulation of dance halls, including provisions
for those dance halls t h a ta d m i t persons under
age eighteen, providing penalties for non-
compl iance; amending Ordinance 2905, Sections 1,
2, 3, 9 ,& 1 0, and K. C . C. 6. 20. 01 0, 020, 0) 0, 090
and 100 and addi ng new secti ons to Chapter 6.01
and 6.20, K.C.C.

7

8

9 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY:

NEW SECTION. SECTION 1. There is added to Chapter 6.2010

11 K.C.C. a new section as follows:
12 Findings of Fact. Based on publ ic testimony and other

13 e vi den c e pre s e n t e d to it, the Kin g Co u n ty co un c i 1 m a k est h e

14 following findings of fact:
15 A. This ordinance is an exercise of the county'spolicepower
16 for the pro t e c t ion 0 f the pub 1 i c we 1 far e, he a 1 t h, and sa f é ty 0 f

V those chi 1 dren that attend and patroni ze dance hall s.
18 B ~ The co u n ty co un c i 1 her e by fin d san d de c 1 are s t hat the

19 pervasi ve probl ems of runaway chi 1 dren, drug abuse and abuse of
20 children are problems of such magnitude that they are a matter of

21 county-wide concern and are contributed to by unregul ated dance

22 hall s .
23 C. As such, this ordinance adds regulations to Title 6 of the
24 King County code relating to busiriess licenses pertaining to dance

25 halls that admit persons under the age of eighteen.

26 NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. There is hereby added to Chapter

27 6.20, K.C.C. a new section as follows:
28 G en era 1 Pro vis ion s - A P P 1 i cab i 1 i ty . T his 0 r din a n c e i s sub j e c t

29 tot h e g e ~ era 1 1 ice n sin g pro vis ion s 0 f C hap t e r 6. 01, Kin g C 0 u n ty

30 Cod e . In the eve n t 0 f a con f 1 i c t be tw e en t his 0 r din a n c e and

31 Chapter 6.01, the provisions of this ordinance shall apply. The
32 pro vis ion s of t his 0 r din a n c e s hall be construed 1 i b era 11 y for the

,

33
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1 accompl ishment of the purposes thereof. Nothing contained in this

2 chapter shall be deemed to repeal or modify any of the provisions

3 0 f any 0 the r 1 a w 0 r co un ty 0 r din an c ere 1 at i n g to d an c e h all s 0 r

4 licensing.
5 SECTION 3. Ordinance 2905, section 1 and K.C.C. 6.20.010 are

6 hereby amended as follows:

7 Definitions. For the purpose of this chapter and unless the

8 context plainly requires otherwise the following definitions are

9 adopted:

10 A. "public dance" means any dance which is open to the public

11 and which is held and conducted for a profit, direct or indirect.
12 B. II Pub 1 icy 0 u t h d an ce" mea n s any pub 1 i c d an c e t hat i s

13 readily accessible to the public and which permits the entry of
14 any persons under the age of eighteen years. For the purposes of
15 t his 0 r din an c e, the term II pub 1 i c d a n ce" s hall be con s t rue d so a s

16 to i n c 1 u d e all II pub 1 i c youth dances II except where s p e c i f i cally

17 indicated otherwise.
18 C . lip U b 1 i c d a n c e hall II mea n s any p 1 ace w her e the pub 1 i c d an c e

19 is conducted, operated or maintained and includes the premises on

20 w h i c h the pub 1 i c d an c e i s con d u c t ed, 0 per ate d 0 r m a i n t a i n e d and

21 any and all areas attached to or adjacent to such premi ses
22 including, but not limited to, all parking areas, hallways,
23 bat h rooms and a 11 ad j 0 i n i n gar e a s on the p rem i s e sac c e s sib 1 e to

24 , the pub 1 i c d u r i n g the d a n c e .

25 S E C T ION 4. 0 rd i n a n c e 2095, S e c t ion 2, and K. C . C. 6. 20. 020 are

hereby amended as follows:26

27 Dance or d an c e hall 1 ice n s e or perm i t - R e qui red - Ex c e p t i on s

28 A . I tis un 1 a w f u 1 for any per son to con d u c t, 0 per ate 0 r

29

31

32

33

maintain a public dance or public dance hall unless the person who

is conducting, operating or maintaining such public dance or

pub 1 i c dance hall has obtai n e d a 1 ice n s e or perm i tin the manner

prescribed in this chapter.

30
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1 B. Excepti ons. The requirements of this ordinance shall not

2 apply if:
3 1. The public dance is sponsored by an accredited

4 educational institution; or
5 2. The publ ic dance is sponsored by a nonprofit tax exempt

6 organization, corporation or association recognized by the United

7 States of America as exempt from federal income taxation pursuant

8 to 501(c) (1) or (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954,26

10

9 U.S.C. 501 as nO\-l existing or hereafter amended.

C. County Agency Operation. If the publ ic dance hall is

11 managed or operated by a King County government agency, the

12 requirements of this ordinance may be waived by the director by
13 r u 1 e ado p t e d pur sua n t to C hap t e r 2. 98, K. C . C. up 0 n w r i t ten

14 application by the chief officer of the agency.
15 SECTION 5. Ordinance 2095, Section 3 and K.C.C. 6.20.030 are

16 amended as follows:

17 Dance hall 1 icense - Appl ication.
18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

A. The person desiring to conduct, operate or maintain a
public dance hall on a yearly or six-month basis shall be

responsible for obtaining a public dance hall license from the

director.
B. Renewal applications for a public dance hall license

(yearly or six-month) shall be made in writing on forms provided

by the director at least fourteen days prior to the expiration

date of the existing license.

C. Each applicant for a license shall complete an application

form prepared by the director which shall include the following

i nformati on:

1. The name and address of the appl icant;

2. If the applicant is a corporation or a partnership the

names and addresses of the officer or directors thereof;
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3. The name and address of the owner or owners of the

premises upon which the dance hall is located;

( ( 3 ~ )) 4. The n am e 0 f the bus i n e s sun de r w hi c h the act i vi ty

is to be conducted;

( ( 4 õ ) ) 5. A de c 1 a rat ion (( e f - a AY - a ~ ~ est s; - e e A Y l e t l e A s - e ~

eSAflAeffeAts)) by the appl icant or, if the appl icant is a

corporation or a partnership, the officers, directors, .or
par t n e r s, 0 f any con v i c t ion wit h i nth e pas t f i ve yea r s fro m the

date of appl ication of any of the crimes enumerated in K.C.C.

6.20.090, subparagraph A.2.; and

6. Any other information the director may require to aid in

the implementation and enforcement of this chapter.

NEW SECTION. SECTION 6. There is hereby added to Chapter

6.20, K.C.C. a new section as follows:

Publ ic Youth Dance - Hours of Operation - Age Restrictions -

Pen a 1 ty .

A. No per son 0 r en t i ty con d u c tin g' a pub 1 icy 0 u t h d an ceo r

maintaining a public youth dance hall shall allow persons under

the age of sixteen years to enter or remain on the premises

without that person's parent or legal guardian present.

B. No per son 0 r en t i ty con d u c tin g 0 r 0 per at in gap u b 1 icy 0 u t h

dance or publ ic youth dance hall shall allow persons under the age

of eighteen years to enter or remain on the premises after 2:00

a.m. without that person's parent or legal guardian present.

C ~ Eve ry per son w h ö k now i n g 1 y 0 r r e c k 1 e s sly s h all a 11 0 w a

person to enter or remain at a public youth dance in violation of

this section shall be guilty of a misdeameanor. It is the sole

responsibil ity of the person or entity conducting and/or operating

a public youth dance to require identification showing the age of

each person admi tted.
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3. Been refused a 1 icense or permit or had a 1 icense or

permit revoked under the provisions of this chapter; provided,

however, that any appl icant denied a 1 icense or permit may reapply

after six months if the basis for such denial no longer exists;

4. Committed any act for which a license is required under

the provisions of this chapter;

5. Failed to comply with the building, zoning, planning or

fire codes of King County, ((aAe)) or any rules or regulations set

forth by the state of Washington Liquor Control Board; or

6 . K now i n g 1 y mad e any fa 1 s est ate men tin (( ~ l s)) the

appl icant' s appl ication.

B. The director may deny a license if he determines that the

conduct, operation or maintenance of a publ ic dance hall or publ ic

dance will disturb the peace and quiet of the neighborhood in

which the same is located.

SECTION 9. Ordinance 2095, Section 10 and K.C.C. 6.20.100 are

hereby amended as follows:

Suspension or revocation of license or permit. ((A~)) The

director may suspend or revoke a license or permit if he

determines that the licensee or permittee or any of the licensee's

or permittee's officer~, directors~ (fer)) partners or agents have

A. Intentionally failed to disclose any material fact in the

application for a license or permit, or a renewal of a license or

permi t;

((l~)) B. Knowingly made any false statement or given any

false information in connection with an application for a license

or permit or a renewal of a 1 icense or permit.

((~~)) C. Failed to remove or attempt to remove from the

dance premi ses any person who appears to be under the i nfl uence of

or affected by the use of alcohol and/or drugs or whose conduct

((~e5e5)) reasonably appears to pose a physical danger to the

sa f e ty 0 f 0 the r s pre s e n t ;
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1 ((3~)) D. Committed any act which is a ground for denial

2 0 f a 1 ice n s e 0 rap e rm it; 0 r
3

4

((4~)) E. Violated any of the provisions of this chapter.

NEW S E C T ION. S E C T I ON 1 0 . L ice n sin g - R e t r 0 act i v i ty . All

5 licenses issued prior to the effective date of this ordinance

6 shall entitle the holder of such license a period of thirty-five

7 days, following the effective date of the ordinance, to comply

8 with the provisions of this ordinance.

9 SECTION 11. Severability. Should any section, subsection,

10 paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance be
11 declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, such
12 declaration shall not affect the validity of the remaining portion

14

13 0 f t his 0 r din a n c e .
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INTRODUCED AND READ for the first time this

of ~a , 1986.
PASSED this ¿7ft

25h day

day 0 f ~ , 1986.

KING COUNTY COUNCIL
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

/\ , ? 9- f .' .
~~Li~':.'t elL '-if L

(
ATTEST:

~~ of\h~11
APPROVED this 31~ day 0 f 0 c -t ô b ~ , 1 986.

~~~
Kin g Co u n ty Ex e cut i ve
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